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power, and it is on just such a belief that the entire religion of
the aroi%ela9 or elements of the tcorW, rests. Certain critics,1
embarrassed by this kind of sun-worship, have endeavoured to
connect the rite with the Jewish practice of prayer at dawn.
This, however, is a waste of time : for if the Essenes had followed
common Jewish practice, Josephus would have had no occasion
to remark it. On the contrary, the very fact that he does so
proves that it was unusual. Nor should we forget the constant
care which the Essenes took not to defile the holy light of the
sun.2 Accordingly, there is at least a presumption in favour
of the existence among them of—I will not say worship, because
saints are not worshipped, and yet they have their place in
the Catholic cult—but rather of an invocation* a cult of the
cosmic powers.
In this we come very close to gnosticism with its ceons, or
stages, which reach from Man creeping upon the earth to God
enthroned in the pleroma. Similarly, we are not far from the
Sephiroth of the Kabbalah, who are akin to the gnostic ceans.*
Nor is it only in its angelology that the teaching of the Essenes
possesses points of affinity with gnosticism. The fact, for
instance, that certain of the brethren seem to have been released
from that law of celibacy which bound the rest, might well be
explained in the light of the gnostic distinction between the
child (vrimoo) and the full-grown (rslsiog). Similarly, the
obligation of secrecy imposed upon neophytes no doubt implies
the existence of certain esoteric interpretations of Scripture,4
evidently based upon some form of higher knowledge, or
epignosis, such as that which Paul boasted had been revealed
to him. Again, the idea that the body, fashioned out of matter
corruptible and perishable, is but the prison of the incorruptible
immortal, if not eternal, soul, is likewise familiar in gnosticism.
If wre could be sure that the Testament of Job was really of
Essene origin,5 there would be reason to believe also that initiates
of the sect were taught that the Cosmocrator was identical with
Satan himself, and that the ritual girdle which each of the
brethren wore constituted a kind of prophylactic amulet against
1	CCLXXVI, 8, 154, n. 3, based on Jiilicher, EB, art. Essenes, and
Cheyne, Jewish Religious Life after the Exile, New York, 1898, 251.
2	B. J., ii, 8, 9.
3	CCLXXX, 233 jff.5 has apprehended this relationship perfectly.
4	CCLXXVI, i, 15T.
5	See Kohler, Kohut's Semitic Studies, Berlin, 1897, 265 ff.;   and
CCLXXm,   238 ff.    Similar  arguments  are  applied to the  Book of
Jubilees, the Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs and the Wisdom of
Enoch in LI, 121 ff.9 U9 130, and H, 263 ff. respectively.    It would be
rash to make any definite assertions.

